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Stretching Visual Boundaries

O UMDERSTAND BARRY Seidman's influence on American

culbare, one needs only 10 um on a television, open i magaeine

or look ot & newspaper, Whether it°%s Levi's Jeans, Coca-Cola,

Panasonic or Smimoff vodka, vouve probably seen his
photos doeens, iF not hundeeds, of imes, As one of the nation's top
commercial phofographers, his eve for ..'J.F-I:uﬁnp: uniasual detail has
made a wide variety of prodocts and celebrities appealing to millions
i peple.

“Persomally, | think he's a creative genius,” says David Wopdyla,
president of & Wojdyla Advertising in Chicago. That's no iypo, just a
highly creative name. “His sense of composition is unparalleled. His
lighting ablity exceptional, In an age when we re all wold“don 't sweat
the small sioff,” 'Ihrr:,"q nitention o delail refutes that notion.™

Until recently. that stention focused primarily on advertising
primt media. Mow, however, Seudman is expanding the scope of his
darkroam anstey into the world of fne art photography. For an ex-
habit in Mew York colled “Soavenars,” be tumed his lens on the peopbe
in the exodic locations of Kenya, Papoa Mew Guinea and Bomneo. For
a show called “Dmnks,” be used s revelatory exposurcs (0 creabs
|:'||:I'\1-::-IIFHG of muartini alives, beer bodtlenecks and bubbles i a glass
of red wine

Seidman's first exhibit in Florida, titled “Bagged.” will run Feb.
24 theough Apeal 26 at the FPalin Beach Photographic Cemer in Delray.
*The images in "Boggad’ are like painbings,” says has agent Elaame
Meier. “They are carefully planned and exccuted with great thought.
He takes everyday objects like brown paper bags, cherries or pears
amedl gives them an exguisile qualiny, as of you are secing them For Uhe
very first time,”

Seidman continues to stretch visual boundaries with a new series
intled “Bloomers.™ This dme exotic flowers are his subject. Incorpo-
raling & method called giclée (hee-clay) = making fine 2 prints from
digital photographs wsing ink-jet printing — he magnified the shois
miore than 100 times and mounted them on canvas, some up o six
feet in height. The elegant and surreal photos are on display April 10
through May 16 o e Palm Beach Gandens Ciry Hall,

“We're very excited about showing Mr. Seadman™s work,” says
Amy Stepper. supervisor of the Gardens Ari Program. “I{’s big. bold
and beautifuol."

Photography was nol on eidman™s mind when be graduated
froams Erasmus Hall High School in Brooklyn, He lomded o job an the
mnilroom of ‘Willinm Esty advertising ngency where he gracually
worked his way up to ant director. While preparing a presentation for
clienls, somedne asked, “Anvone Know how 0 use a camern’T

Seidman, whose previous photo experience hadn’t gone much

beyond & Kodak Brownie said, Il iy,
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The clients liked the result, seming hin om a mew path. Seidman
slared absorbing idormation about photography fmom every avails
ahle source - books, magnxines, other photographers. “T had 1o leam
technical aspects on my own,” e says, "Making a can of beer look
cald = nat jusl wel

In 1975, Seidman made o major carger decision: He rented a sio-
di in Manhaitan and became o full-time freelance photographer. *1"d
g0 in each day amd pray for the phone 1o mng.” e recalls,

Bt Sewdman dadn’t have 10 worry, Hig reputation spread, and he
h¢|_.:;|r|. by recEive nssignments pod only for pnuhn;h. bt fior celebrity
shoots as well. He leamsed quickly, however, that inanimate objects
are one thing, but photegraphing a star with ddeas of his or ber own
i% quite anather

His first celebrity assipnment was almosd his lnst. Seidman flew
b Lk Viegas, along with a large contingent of agency people, o plo-
trgraph Sammy Davis Jr. He reated siudio space, et up a half won of
equipment and prepared o go 1o work, Davis amved by limowsine,
walked in, took one ook, said, “1've got bad vibes" and walked cut

Jaws dropped, but Sekdman wasn't thwarted. The next day, e ar-
ranged w0 pholograph Draves backstage al Caesars Palsce, wherne the star
WiE :||'|p|;=_'.rin|¢_. While waiting for Davis 1o show, a beefy hand Tunded
on his shoulder. 1i belonged 10 2 union representative who told Seid-
AR i B anceriain Leems that e could not work there, As it turned
out, Seadman menteonid that his father = who el bome when Bary
was & months old — was an officer of the Las Yegas culinary wnion

The man quickly replied, “Why didn't you say so™

The classic mcture be god of Sammy Dawis e smilimg over
n glass of Alkn-Scltrer woukl become his first of hundreds of
celebrity shots

In a career that spans more than three decades, Seidman 18 re-
spanghle for the publishes] phaotos of more than &4 (HEF products amxd
persennlities. Along the way, he's won scores of major swards

Always resthess oo find new and more appealing ways of wsing
a camera, in 2005 Seidman added a new elemsent to his photographic
repertiire. “The beauty of Florda's east coast always appealed o us,”
he savs, “so my wile Mary Anne and | decided 10 build a house with
o studio in Palm Beach Gardens,™

[i's here where he is now producing the gicke prints for his
show “Hlcomers,” wiinch will be on display at the Palm Beach Gar-
dhens Uity Hall,

What's next for Barry Seidman?

“He's expanded the already fexible definition of photegraphy,”
saya Mew Fork Fost Executive BEdibor Steve Cuaogzo, “With his imagi-
mation and skill, almost anything that can be seen throwgh o cameny
lens, or the mind's eye, is possible, We'll just have o wait and see.”

1501 &8 easy &% 1L may seem.”
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